
Learning About Countries

The second year university classes that I teach in Kansai,
Japan, have the overall theme of “Me and the World”. The
course focuses on talking about countries and cultures in the
world, including Japan. Students are often intending to travel
abroad for study or sightseeing, and so are interested in what
they may encounter in various countries. However, I also
emphasize that students will need to be able to discuss aspects
of Japanese culture with people they meet on their travels.

Because this is the first unit tackled, there is often shy-
ness on the part of students to speak in front of the group.
This unit allows students to get to know each other over the
course of four class meetings, and to approach the subject
matter in an increasingly high-risk manner. The first activity
is cooperative, the second class is collaborative, the third les-
son period is a one-to-one presentation, and the final lesson
is cooperative or collaborative (depending on the working
style of groups), culminating in a group presentation.

Although this unit is useful in the university context, it
could also be adapted for use with high school students, or
older learners. 

This introductory unit 
• raises awareness of the names of countries in English 
• raises awareness of the patterns of intonation of country
names
• engages students in researching about basic facts about sever-
al countries and then teaching others in their groups about their
research, prior to engaging in a quiz to test their knowledge
• engages students in research about one particular country
prior to a presentation
• allows groups to plan a world trip, including which cities
and sites they will visit, the purpose and length of stay in
each place, and the souvenirs they will purchase in each
place, prior to presentation of their plans
• ask and answer questions about information presented by
classmates

1st class
Preparation Time: 20 minutes to copy the Country

Research Paper for the homework requirement of the unit.
Activity Time: 90 minutes
Materials: Students need a piece of paper and pen or pencil

each; Chalk and chalkboard/Whiteboard and marker/Overhead
projector and film; Country Research Paper (1 per group).

Method:
Step 1: Seat students in groups of 5. 
Step 2: Students write the letters A-Z down the left hand

side of a piece of paper. They draw a line through “X”,
because there is no country beginning with this letter.

Step 3: Groups work together to compile a list of coun-
tries beginning with each letter of the alphabet. Students
may not use dictionaries at this stage (approximately 30

minutes).
Step 4: Elicit & collate on board (give hints where nec-

essary e.g. Q _ _ _ _ ) (approximately 20 minutes).
Supplement as necessary.

Step 5: Students work together to write in intonation
(approximately 20 minutes)

Step 6: Check (approximately 10 minutes)
Step 7: Tell students that they will need to study the

country name intonation patterns in preparation for a small
quiz in the following class.

Step 8: Hand out Country Research Paper to be com-
pleted for homework in preparation for use in next class
(see Appendix 1). 

Step 9: Explain how to complete the Country Research
Paper. Students should divide the squares among themselves.
They should then choose one country beginning with each
of the letters to research, writing the country name in the top
of the square. Finally, they should write the following infor-
mation next to each of the following numbers:

1. Hemisphere
2. Capital
3. Land borders
4. Exports
5. Head of Government
6. Currency
A useful online resource for this is the CIA World

Factbook, available online at:.
<http://www.theodora.com/wfb/abc_world_fact_book.html>.

2nd class
Preparation Time: 5 minutes to write intonation quiz

(Appendix 3) on the board; 10 minutes to copy and cut out
a couple of copies of the completed Country Research Paper
(Appendix 2) in case one or more students are absent and
group information needs to be supplemented.

Activity Time: 90 minutes
Materials: Students need paper and pencil for the intona-

tion quiz, and their completed Country Research Papers.
Teacher needs intonation quiz items (10), prepared Country
Research papers cut into squares, dice (1 for each group),
and the letters A to Z (Appendix 4) on small, folded pieces
of paper for the Country Information Quiz.

Method: 
Step 1: Students prepare their paper and pencils for the

country name intonation quiz by writing their name and
student numbers, and the numbers 1-10. 

Step 2: Teacher writes the country intonation quiz items
(Appendix 3) on the board. 

Step 3: Students copy these, adding intonation marks.
Step 4: Collect papers for grading.(approximately 10

minutes for the test).
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