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The Kids and |

“Doyou like
kids?” When my
boss asked me
this question at
thejob interview,
| thought
“You'vejud
asked meif |
want thisjob or
not, haven't
you?’ 0| sad, “Yes'. If I'd answered
the question honetly & thetime, my
reply would have hadto be“I don't
know” because there weren't any kids
around methen, and I’ d never studied
teaching children or anything like thet. |
didn’t even know how to talk to kids so
| only used English in the lessons from
the gart. That'swhy some teechers sy
I’m agood teacher...No. | just fdt alittle
stupid and embarrassed about using
THAT kind of language. Taking to kids
fedseader in English than in Jepanese.

I’ve only been teeching for 2 and
haf years but during thet time, I’ ve met
many many interesting kids. There'sthe
girl who stopped me from quitting my
job with one sentence: “1’m going to be
6 yearsold soon!”. I'd known her since
shewasa3-year-old s0 | thought “I
can't quit yet”. Then there'sthe boy
who aways gets angry when the other
gudents cal me*“monkey” and shouts
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“Don't say that to her!”.

The other day one of my students
asked me what my job was. When |
told him | was ateacher and that this
was my job, he seemed very surprised
and sad, “Isthisredly your job?1
thought you were teaching because
you just liked it and wanted to do it”. |
was happy to hear that, but | wasdso
surprised because when hefirst came
into my class he was one of the most
badly behaved students I’ d come
acrossin my teaching life, and | used
to scold him alat. | think | was aways
knitting my eyebrows at him, but this
boy thought that | liked teaching!

I"d like to tell you what happened
with one of my students. I'll call her
Yoko. Lagt year Yoko entered eemen-
tary school and so many things around
her changed. She had to St and sudy
and the teechers didn’t play with her a
lot any more. | think shefdt very sad
about that. | usudly sing songsand play
games with the children, and havelittle
conversations with each sudent like a
preschool teacher. That'swhy Yoko
enjoyed my lessons even though she
wasn't hgppy a eementary school. But
shethought of me asHER teecher so
grongly thet she didn't even want meto
talk with the other sudents. And then
she darted trying to get dl of my atten-

tion and to do that she used the other
sudents: shewould hit and kick them,
throw chairsa them, tear their craft
work and so on. As| mentioned before,
I'd never sudied kids so | didn’t know
what to do. But | knew one thing.
Scolding her wouldn't help. | thought
that | should help her. So | gaveher a
hug to tell her | cared about her, and
told her that | liked her. | dways made
sure that she was Sitting next to me, or
on my lap. Then she didn’t do anything
to her friends. The other sudentsdidn’t
complain about it. | thought they would
sy “It'snot fair!” or something because
there were 7 dudentsin the dassand 5
of them were younger than shewas.
But they didn't say anything. | think
they understood. This continued for
about 2 months. One day when | was
getting ready for the next dassasusud,
| found anote on thetable. It wasfrom
her and it said, “Thank you, Teacher”.

| usudly don't notice how great my
students are. On the contrary | often
fed like kicking some of them out of
the classroom. But when | think back; |
redlize that they always make me laugh
when | am angry, make me smile when
| am sad, and teech me how to teech. |
don’t think my bossisgoing to ask me
that question again. But now, | can
answer the question from my heart...

Do you want to write for

Snakes & Ladders?

If you fedl that you have something
to say, then why not write for us? The
editors welcome contributions to be
considered for publication either as fea-
ture articles or as part of one of the reg-
ular sections.

For further information, write to the
editors at:
snakesandladderg p@yahoo.co.uk, or
send afax to (082) 244-2651.
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